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1. INTRODUCTION  
PSA Consulting has been engaged by Rivalea (Australia) Pty Limited (Rivalea) to prepare this modification application 
seeking changes to the approved replacement sheds at existing Module 3 (DA 2023/86) on land at Redlands Road, 
Corowa NSW.   

Federation Council has recently issued development consent (DA2023/86) which allowed for the demolition of seven 
sheds, and construction of eight replacement buildings (seven double sheds one single shed i.e. 15 total) at Module 
3. Construction is currently underway with three of the double sheds (six sheds) already having been built. This 
modification application seeks to replace the five remaining buildings (4 double sheds and 1 single shed) with four 
double wide sheds as per the updated shed design. 

The new sheds will be modern, best practice production sheds with the highest standards of animal welfare and 
environmental performance. As these sheds will replace sheds originally constructed in the 1970s - 1980s it is 
expected that the environmental performance of the sheds will be substantially improved.  This Statement of 
Environmental Effects demonstrates that the proposed modification is substantially the same as the current 
approval, maintains compliance with the relevant statutory benchmarks, and will not result in unacceptable offsite 
impacts.  As such, the proposed modification is recommended for approval. 

1.1 APPLICANT DETAILS  
Rivalea is Australia’s second largest producer of pork with a fully integrated operation spanning breeding, grow-out 
(at both company owned and contract farms), feed milling, meat processing, sales and distribution. Currently Rivalea 
breeds and grows approximately 15% of Australia’s domestic pork production, with the balance of production split 
across around 3,000 other producers.  

The existing Corowa Piggery is a combined Breeder / Grower farm, which consists of 5 individual modules (farms) 
within the existing farm boundary.  The farm accommodates up to 300,000 animals and operates under a current 
Environment Protection Licence (1399) which allows accommodation of >500 Tonnes of livestock at any one time. 
All the required infrastructure (including wastewater treatment, effluent irrigation / disposal areas, access and 
manoeuvring, power, water, etc.) is already in place and will continue to service the replacement sheds. The site also 
contains an abattoir which is not being altered as part of this development application. 
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Figure 2: Approved Site Plan - DA2023/86. (Rivalea, 2024) 

 

Figure 3: Approved Shed Plans  DA2023/86. (Rivalea, 2024) 
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3.2 MODIFICATION OVERVIEW  
Federation Council has recently issued development consent (DA2023/86) which allowed for the demolition of seven 
sheds, and construction of eight replacement buildings (seven double sheds one single shed i.e. 15 total) at Module 
3. Construction is currently underway with three of the double sheds (six sheds) already having been built. This 
modification application seeks to replace the five remaining buildings (4 double sheds and 1 single shed) with four 
double wide sheds as per the updated shed design.  

The new sheds will be modern, best practice production sheds with the highest standards of animal welfare and 
environmental performance. As these sheds will replace sheds originally constructed in the 1970s - 1980s it is 
expected that the environmental performance of the sheds will be substantially improved.  A Copy of the modified 
development plans are included in Appendix 2.   

 

Figure 4: Proposed Modification to Site Layout (Rivalea, 2024) 
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4. STATUTORY CONTEXT  

4.1 STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

4.1.1 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

This modification application is submitted in accordance with Section 4.55 (1A) of the EP&A Act which indicates that 
a consent authority may, on application being made by the applicant or any other person entitled to act on a consent 
granted by the consent authority and subject to and in accordance with the regulations, modify the consent if— 

(a)  it is satisfied that the development to which the consent as modified relates is substantially the 
same development as the development for which consent was originally granted and before that 
consent as originally granted was modified (if at all), and 
(b)  it has consulted with the relevant Minister, public authority or approval body (within the meaning of 
Division 4.8) in respect of a condition imposed as a requirement of a concurrence to the consent or in 
accordance with the general terms of an approval proposed to be granted by the approval body and 
that Minister, authority or body has not, within 21 days after being consulted, objected to the 
modification of that consent, and 

(c)  it has notified the application in accordance with— 

(i)  the regulations, if the regulations so require, or 
(ii)  a development control plan, if the consent authority is a council that has made a development 
control plan that requires the notification or advertising of applications for modification of a 
development consent, and 
(d)  it has considered any submissions made concerning the proposed modification within the period 
prescribed by the regulations or provided by the development control plan, as the case may be. 

4.1.2 Substantially the Same 

The proposed development has been assessed against the relevant matters for consideration pursuant to Section 
4.55 (1A) of the EP&A Act.  In particular, a consent authority may modify a Development Consent if it is satisfied that 
the development to which the consent as modified relates is substantially the same development as the 
development for which consent was originally granted. In this regard, the proposed modification is substantially the 
same as the approved as: 

• The proposed modification will not alter the essence of the development, it remains an Intensive Livestock 
Agriculture Operation (Pig Farm) with no changes to approved production outputs. 

• There is no change to the maximum number of pigs to be accommodated on the site.  
• The day-to-day operations of the approved pig farm will not change and there in no change to the approved 

hours of operation (24/7).   
• The assessments provided as part of the original consent adequately addressed the likely environmental 

impacts associated with the replacement Module 3 sheds (e.g. noise, odour, dust etc).   

• The modified Module 3 shed arrangement is substantially the same as the approved development and remains 
compliant with the relevant statutory obligations concerning stormwater, acoustic emissions, air quality, 
traffic, access and waste management.   

Accordingly, it is considered that the proposed development remains substantially the same as that for which 
consent was originally granted.  

  









Corowa Grower Farm – Module 3 Replacement Sheds 
MODIFICATION REPORT 

 

 
 

1869 - 29 November 2024 – V2 13 
 

5. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

5.1 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  
Stormwater from the piggery modules is currently diverted into the stormwater catchment system where it is stored 
in dams. Stormwater in excess of the dam’s capacity follows drainage contours to the north and east of the site.  This 
is kept separate to effluent produced from modules and other processes onsite. 

Erosion and sediment control measures will be implemented and maintained through the duration of construction 
activities which may include measures such as sediment fences, sediment traps, pollution containment devices (e.g. 
sandbags), stormwater diversion and other control equipment such as containment bunds, hay bales and the like. 

The proposed modification of the replacement sheds will result in a reduction to the impervious area compared to 
the current approval and as such, no change to existing stormwater management regime on the site as a result of this 
modification. 

5.2 AIR QUALITY  
Beyond replacing the existing shedding, there is no change to the day to day operations, maximum stock numbers, 
waste water treatment processes, stormwater management arrangements, staff numbers, traffic generation of each 
modules and the broader farm.  As such, the proposed change is not expected to result in significant adverse changes 
to the current operation or risk of amenity impacts.  

As noted in the original application, the replacement sheds are climate controlled, with automated monitoring of 
temperature and air quality. The use of a tunnel ventilation systems and cooling pads allows the sheds to be 
continually altered to maintain ideal internal conditions. As these sheds will replace sheds originally constructed in 
the 1970s - 1980s it is expected that the environmental performance of the sheds will be substantially improved.  

In addition to the improvements in climate and temperature control, the sheds will also feature a raised, slatted floor 
which enables the manure and washdown water to pass through the floor level to the pit underneath, improving living 
conditions for grower stock.  

The effluent in underfloor pits that are drained via a “pull-plug” systems, typically weekly using the gravity release 
pipes in the centre of the pits. The installation of this system into the replacement shed has multiple benefits 
including a reduction in the production of ammonia and hydrogen sulphide from the sheds, improving the internal air 
quality and reducing the risk of odour emissions.  

With consideration of the above-mentioned factors, the modified sheds are not expected to result in any additional 
adverse impacts compared to the current approval and are expected to improve environmental performance and 
have a lesser odour impact compared to the existing shedding. 

5.3 NOISE IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
With respect to noise, most noise emissions from the site are generated from the pigs during feeding times.  As noted 
above, the approved and modified sheds will be modern, best practice production sheds with the highest standards 
of animal welfare and environmental performance. The construction of the sheds using concrete floors, steel frame, 
and insulated panel walls, and roofing, while improving climatic performance will have the additional benefit of 
reducing noise emissions from the animals inside.   

5.4 TRAFFIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
Beyond replacing the existing shedding, there is no change to the day to day operations, maximum stock numbers, 
waste water treatment processes, stormwater management arrangements, staff numbers, traffic generation 
associated with this modification.  
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As the maximum number of pigs accommodated on site is not changing, there are no additional staff positions, and 
there are no substantive changes to any other aspect of the existing operation, negligible changes to the current 
traffic generation to and from the site is expected.  In addition, the are no changes to the existing access points, on-
site manoeuvring areas or haulage routes associated with the development which will change because of the 
replacement sheds.  

5.5 WATER AND WASTEWATER  
As per current operations, waste management for the site will continue to be implemented in accordance with the 
site’s environmental management plan. General waste storage and collection arrangements on site will generally be 
maintained as per current operations and are not expected to change significantly as a result of the project 

5.6 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
The applicant, Rivalea, has an existing comprehensive Environmental Management Plan (EMP) in place. No change 
to this EMP is required as a result of this Modification. 
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7. CONCLUSION  
PSA Consulting has been engaged by Rivalea (Australia) Pty Limited (Rivalea) to prepare this modification application 
seeking changes to the approved replacement sheds at existing Module 3 (DA 2023/86) on land at Redlands Road, 
Corowa NSW.   

Federation Council has recently issued development consent (DA2023/86) which allowed for the demolition of seven 
sheds, and construction of eight replacement buildings (seven double sheds one single shed i.e. 15 total) at Module 
3. Construction is currently underway with three of the double sheds (six sheds) already having been built. This 
modification application seeks to replace the five remaining buildings (4 double sheds and 1 single shed) with four 
double wide sheds as per the updated shed design.  

It is important to note that beyond replacing the approved sheds, there is no change to the day-to-day operations, 
maximum stock numbers, wastewater treatment processes, stormwater management arrangements, staff 
numbers, and traffic generation. 

This Statement of Environmental Effects demonstrates that the proposed modification is substantially the same as 
the current approval, maintains compliance with the relevant statutory benchmarks, and will not result in 
unacceptable offsite impacts.  As such, the proposed modification is recommended for approval. 

 
 




















